
 

 
 
Jan. 7         School Resumes 
Jan. 7            Fire Drill @ 10:00 
Jan. 7            SAC Meeting @ 14:30 
Jan. 9            ODAC Meeting @ 16:30– Bob Hope 
         Primary School 
Jan. 14          4th Grade Visit to Okinawa Zoo 
Jan. 18          Early Release @ 10:45 
Jan. 21          No School– MLK Day 
Jan. 24          End of 2nd Quarter 
Jan. 25          No School– Teacher Workday 
Jan. 28          3rd Quarter Begins 
Jan. 31          Report Cards Distributed. 
 

 
 
 

Please be prepared to show proper ID when 
visiting the school or  
picking up students. 

 
 
 
 

Vision Statement 
In partnership with students, teachers, 

parents, and the community, Kinser  

Elementary School  provides our  

students with an education designed to 

ensure that each student is equipped 

with the academic knowledge, abilities as 

well as social skills to meet the  

challenges of the future. 
 

Goal 1  
All Kinser students will understand what 

they read and write in all school subjects. 
  

 

Goal 2 
All Kinser students will become  

proficient users of data in all curricular 

areas.  

Unit 35037 FPO AP 96373-5037 
DSN: 637-3008   FAX: 637-2611   CIV : 0989-11-5111 (637-3008) 

Email: Principal_*KinserES@pac.dodea.edu    Kinser Clipper Net:   https://clippernet.pac.dodea.edu/    

~ Michelle Moore-Robinson, Principal~ 

 

Mon. Jan 14 Tues. Jan 15 Wed. Jan 16 Thurs. Jan 17 Fri. Jan 18 

Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 1 Day 2 
Early Release 

 

See the attachments for:  
 January Lunch Menus 

 January Kinser School Calendar 

Mon. Jan 7 Tues. Jan 8 Wed. Jan 9 Thurs. Jan 10 Fri. Jan 11 

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 1 

mailto:Principal_*KinserES@pac.dodea.edu
https://clippernet.pac.dodea.edu/default.aspx


 No medication is given by the school nurse except under the following circumstances: The parent should 
bring medication to school along with a “HOLD-HARMLESS" letter. The letter is signed by both the parent and 
the doctor. Duplicate prescriptions for this purpose can be made by the pharmacy at the request of the  
prescribing doctor. The Hold-Harmless Letter is available at the base Medical Clinic, the school nurse’s office and 
the main office. Medication, to include asthma inhalers, must be brought by parents to the school nurse in a 
Pharmacy Bottle labeled “For School Use”. The medication bottle must be labeled by the pharmacy with child’s 
name, doctor’s name, medication’s name, the dosage, and instructions. If your child needs to take medication 
anytime at school, including cough drops, aspirin, Ritalin or Alupent, et al, the medication must be in a properly 
labeled pharmacy bottle. The nurse will keep the medication in the nurse's office, and the child must go to the 
nurse's office to receive the medication. As a policy, medications cannot be given at school without a HOLD 
HARMLESS LETTER from a doctor.  
 Other non-prescription medications will not be administered and should not be brought to school. This is 
for the safety of your child and other children who may accidentally take the medication. This applies to  
prescription medicines as well as over-the-counter medicines. It is NOT Kinser's policy to administer Tylenol or 
cough drops to students. For the safety and well being of all, students are NOT allowed to keep medicine in their 
possession while at school. Although your child may be mature and responsible, these medications may fall into 
the “wrong hands” during the school day and indigestion could be deadly to another child. Please remember that 
all medications are kept in the Health Room to ensure the safety of all students. Children are not permitted to 
have in their possession any types/forms of medication. These include cough drops, throat lozenges, cough 
syrup, eye drops, aspirin, Tylenol, etc., as well as all prescription medicines and inhalers.  
 
 Other Medications If your child needs to take medication for a short period of time, for example, an  
antibiotic, and needs to take the medication during school time, the school nurse must see the prescription  
bottle and have a note from the parent with instructions concerning the medication, as well as the Hold  
Harmless Letter signed by both the doctor and the parents. If you get your prescription from the Branch  
Medical Clinic on base, ask the doctor to write the prescription for two (2) bottles of medication, one for home 
and one for school use. You may pick up a Hold-Harmless Letter at the clinic or one will be sent home for you to 
sign and return with your child.  
 
 Japanese Medications If you take your child to a Japanese doctor and your child needs to take  
medication during school, the school nurse will need a note and Hold Harmless Letter from the doctor and the 
parent with clear instructions for the English speaking nurse. Please make sure that your child’s name is on each 
envelope of medication.  
 
ALL MEDICATIONS ARE DISPENSED FROM THE NURSE’S OFFICE. TEACHERS ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY 
MEDICATIONS. NO CHILD IS PERMITTED TO CARRY ANY MEDICATION ON THEIR PERSON OR ADMINISTER 
THEIR OWN MEDICATIONS. This includes cough drops, throat lozenges, and aspirin.  
 
 Study Trip Medications Emergency medications (such as bee-sting kits, asthma inhalers, etc.) that are 
required to be used at school, must also accompany children on study trips. Parents are required to accompany 
students on study trips when required medications have not been brought in. Please indicate medication needs 
on your child’s study trip permission slip when your child participates in a scheduled study trip. We highly  
encourage parents to accompany a child on a study trip if the teacher does not feel comfortable dispensing 
medication. 

Kinser Elementary’s Policy on Medications Given at School 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you find it difficult to get to the Community Library?  Do you want to 
check out books for your child?  If so, please stop by the Information Center 
and fill out a registration form.  You can check out up to 6 books for your 
child and your family to enjoy! If you have any questions please email the  
Information Specialist, Diana Walker (diana.walker@pac.dodea.edu) 

mailto:diana.walker@pac.dodea.edu


Happy Holidays to You and Your Family, 
 
 Isn’t the holiday season wonderful? Even as old as I am, I still get excited during this time of 
year.  Decorating the house, breaking bread with family and friends, and staying up on New Year’s 
Eve are all things I look forward to. Christmas is not a date, but a state of mind that fosters strong 
emotional connections.  
 My husband and I are very lucky. Our daughter and her family live here on Okinawa. Our 
holiday will be filled with children.  Young children are a blessing and make the holidays even more 
special.  As we gather, in our home we’ll remember recent events that have made the news and 
pray for peace on Earth.   

May your homes be filled with 

Joy 

peace 

friends 

family  

soft music  

acceptance  

giving hearts   

happy children  

a million smiles  

hugs and laughter 

hot cocoa and sing-alongs 

love 

 

 

 

          Mrs. Maria Tejada 
            School Counselor 



Have a reading question for Major 
Reader? Jot it down on a piece of paper 

and slip it into Major Reader’s advice box 
located in the main office.  Please submit 

your questions anonymously. 

Advice Column 

Dear Major Reader, 

            My third grade daughter keeps telling me that she has to read a book on 600 Lexile level.  What is a Lexile 
and how do I find books on that level? 

      Sincerely, 
              Confused 

Dear Confused, 

 In September, your child took a Scholastic Reading Inventory (SRI) test on the school’s computer.  Based on 
the results of the test, your child received a Lexile score that reflected her reading ability level. According to the 
Lexile level, your child should be reading books on the fourth grade level.  You can find books on that level in  
Kinser’s school library.  Ask your child to find books that have an orange dot on the book’s spine or go to the  
paperback Reading Counts section of the library.  You can also go to the MCCS libraries and let your child select a 
book.  Then go to the following websites to find out what the Lexile level is of the book she selected to read.  

http://www.lexile.com  Type in a book name and it will bring up the Lexile and a picture of the book's cover. This 
site also explains what a Lexile is, how to use a Lexile measure, and discusses the research behind Lexile. 

http://www.lexile.com/findabook/ Find a Book for your child - Type in a Lexile range or grade level and select the 
child's interests. This site will build a custom reading list for the child. 

http://www.lexile.com/analyzer/ Type in the text from a book and find its Lexile level. You will need to register to 
use this site. 

http://www.scholastic.com/bookwizard/  - Enter a title, author or keyword and get a Lexile level, or grade 
equivalent. (I like this website the best.) 

 Enjoy finding a book with your child.     Sincerely, 
                 Major Reader 

http://www.lexile.com/
http://www.lexile.com/findabook/
http://www.lexile.com/analyzer/
http://www.scholastic.com/bookwizard/


Talk to Your Family 

 Explain to children that it’s important to sit less and move more in order to 

stay healthy. Health experts suggest no more than two hours of computer or 

television time per day unless it’s related to work or homework. Children 

younger than two should be kept away from the TV entirely. Don’t use TV time 

as reward or punishment; practices like this make TV seem even more  

important to children. 

Set Screen Time Limits and a Good Example 

 Create a house rule that limits screen time to one to two hours every day. More importantly, 

enforce the rule. You need to be a good role model and limit your screen time to no more than two 

hours per day, too. If your kids see you following your own rules, they’re more likely to do the 

same. 

 
Log Screen Time vs. Active Time 

 To get a sense of what changes may need to be made in your household, 

track your family’s screen time and active time. First, log how much time your  

family spends in front of a screen, including things like watching TV and movies, 

playing video games and using the computer (outside of school or work). Then, 

look at how much time the family spends doing physical activities, such as walking, doing active 

chores or playing sports together. If you see that your family logs more hours in front of the screen 

than being active, sit down together and set goals to increase your physical activity. 



President:  Cortney Swieczkowski  Secretary:  Ingrid Carriker  Teacher Rep: Valerie SanJuan 

Vice President:  Christy Martin Treasurer:  Heather Zook Teacher Rep: Alice Dickinson 

Volunteer Coordinator: Sami Wooley  

Find us on Facebook! 
Let us help keep you in the know 

of what is going on in your  
KSES PTO! 

January Popcorn Days 
9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th 

If your Clipper would like popcorn, just 
send $.50 to school with them on  

Popcorn Day! 

Spirit Day: January 16 wear your  

Clipper Tee and receive something  
special! 

Show your Clipper pride!  
Purchase a Kinser T-shirt for just 
$12! Sizes and colors vary. Stop 
by the PTO room on Wednesday 
mornings to purchase yours! 

 
Does your child want to have their art on the 

cover of this year’s yearbook? Now is the 
chance! All artwork submissions are due by 

January 9th. Five students from each grade will 
be chosen then students will vote to  

decide a winner! The chosen artist will be  
announced on January 11th. 

 

 

Save the date! 
Friday, January 18, 2013 

More information to come! 

Membership Drive 
Join PTO for a family rate of just $10. 

 
Membership isn’t a commitment to volunteering it is 

just another way to help support your child’s school and 
teachers, by helping us provide things like planners for 

all of the 4th and 5th grade and Brain POP for the entire 
school. 

  

Don’t  
Forget! 

 
We are still collecting Box Tops! Don’t for-

get to clip them from your Box Top 
brands at home and send them to school 

with your student! 

 

http://www.facebook.com/KINSERPTO
http://www.facebook.com/KINSERPTO


 

Mailing Address: 
Unit 35037 ♦ FPO, AP 96373 
Building 1040 
 
Principal 
Ms. Michelle Moore-Robinson 
E-mail:  
michelle.moore-robinson@pac.dodea.edu    

 
Kinser Elementary School Internet: 
http://www.kinser-es.pac.dodea.edu 

 
Kinser Clipper Net: 
https://clippernet.pac.dodea.edu  
 
PTO E-mail: 
schoolforkids@gmail.com 
 
Okinawa District Superintendent 
Mr. Michael Thompson 
 
Okinawa Deputy Superintendent 
Mr. Michael Johnson 
 
DSO DSN: 634-1204 
 
E-mail Address 
Okinawa_supt_DSO@pac.dodea.edu   
 
Staff Email Addresses: You may  
contact any DoDDS Pacific staff 
member by using the following      
address: 
firstname.lastname@pac.dodea.edu 
 

Kinser School Mascot::  The Clipper Ship 
Kinser School Colors:  Blue and Yellow 

 

 The Clippernet (https://clippernet.pac.dodea.edu) is our school  
Intranet. It is one of the many ways we communicate with parents and 
the community. Many teachers maintain web pages that showcase  
student work as well as current happenings in classrooms. There are also 
links to important information from DoDEA, the current newsletter, and 
a calendar of upcoming events. Because we are under the DoD umbrella, 
we were required to switch to a secure site last year. This has caused 
problems for many parents because of required certificates. The  
certificates required are available from DISA at http://iase.disa.mil/pki-

pke/function_pages/tools.html#trust, you will need InstallRoot 3.15A. 

 Your username and password is the password your child uses to 
access the school network. As a general rule, the login name if first.last 
and the password is Kses# followed by the first 4 digits of your child’s 
student number. The login sheet provided to each student includes their 
network login, Clippernet login, and Successnet login information. Many 
teachers provide copies of these to parents. 

Notification of Absence:  
 If your student will be absent from school please call the  
office at 637-3008 as early as possible to notify us. Students absent 
without a note from their parents or a doctor’s excuse will be  
classified as unexcused. Unexcused absences will not be given the 
opportunity to make-up class work missed. 
 If your child will be out of school for 2 or more days, please 
notify the office at least 1 week prior to their last day. Forms must 
be completed by the office staff and teachers prior to the  
student’s departure.  

Tardies:  
 If your student is late arriving to school, the parent or  
guardian is responsible for signing them in at the Main Office.  
Students must obtain a re-admit slip from the office. Tardiness will 
be recorded during each nine-week period. 
 

Parent Contact Information:  
 We need for every parent to ensure the main office has  
updated contact information on file. In case of an emergency or to 
simply contact you for sharing information, having viable phone 
numbers and email addresses makes this possible. Email 
sherry.finnimore@pac.dodea.edu with your updates. 

mailto:michelle.moore-robinson@pac.dodea.edu
http://www.kiner-es.pac.dodea.edu/
https://clippernet.pac.dodea.edu/
mailto:schoolforkids@gmail.com
mailto:Okinawa_supt_DSO@pac.dodea.edu
https://clippernet.pac.dodea.edu
http://iase.disa.mil/pki-pke/function_pages/tools.html#trust
http://iase.disa.mil/pki-pke/function_pages/tools.html#trust
mailto:sherry.finnimore@pac.dodea.edu

